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Editors Rambling
Welcome to the April - May newsle�er.
Help!!
The commi�ee is in desperate need of help, please consider coming on the
commi�ee and help ease the work load.
I am curious, why there seems to be a lack of interest in doing/taking part
in workshops within the club. Within photography you never stop learning,
this includes myself, there is always different techniques to learn to
progress your photography. So if there are any techniques you’d like to learn
within a workshop base this year, please let your commi�ee know and we
will do our best to put together a workshop.
After talking to a club member one weekend this month, it was commented
a tutorial on Composition would be good. So that having been said will
endeavour write something on composition.
Important Notice:
Digital submissions not conforming to required format. After discussion on
club night, we decided in future any image submi�ed that is not at the
required format, the author will be ask to re-submit at the correct format.
This will save me a lot of time in having to check every image. The format
required can be seen on the website, h�p://www.images.org.nz/
submissions.html or below.
Naming:
Category_Title_MemberName_ClubNumber_Grade_Subject_Date.jpg
(.jpg is already the file extension name so doesn’t need to be added to file
name)

Format:
File type: jpg format

1024 x 768 (pixels)
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Composition
What is composition in photograpy?
Composition in photography refers to the position of elements inside the
frame and how they interact with each other.
Ultimately, composition is about the visual structure of your image.

Why is composition important?
The composition of your photograph impacts the way it’s perceived by
others. When your choose what to fit inside the frame and what you leave
out, where to position each element and so on, you’re capturing a scene with
your unique vision.
That’s why it’s important to carefully compose your images!

Basic techniques and concepts for composition in
photography.
We are instinctively a�racted to images with a good composition.
Why?
Because we find them harmonious or interesting!
However, we are not as naturally skilled at creating stunning
compositions.
That’s why photographers have developed basic compositional guidelines
and concepts that can quickly improve image compositions - without
requiring years of experience. They are called guidelines and concepts,
rather than rules, as you can go outside of these guidelines.

3

Most cameras have the function of being able to turn on/off a grid overlay
in the veiwfinder or live veiw screen. This grid helps with the composition
of “Rule of Thirds”

The rule of thirds:
You’ve probably heard about the rule of thirds - or at the very least, you’ve
seen it.
The rule of thirds grid is formed by four lines - two vertical and two
horizontal - placed at an equal distance from each other and the images
edges (so the frame is divided into thirds) Like this:
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But what actually is the rule of thirds?
It’s a guideline stating that you should position compositional elements
along your gridlines - and that the focal point of your composition should
sit at one of the gridline intersection points. As a rule of thumb you can use
1, 2, 3 intersecton points in your composition, but never all 4.
You can follow this rule in both portrait and landscape orientation, and it
works for all types of photography. For example, if you are doing a full body
portrait, you should often place the subject towards one of the gridlines and
not in the center.
When you’re photographing a landscape, you should place the horizon
toward the top or bo�om third of the image and never in the middle.
No�e that the rule of thirds is a guideline, not a true rule. Once you’ve
mastered it, I recommend trying to violate it with other concepts - such as
symmetry, or with even more complex techniques ssuch as golden ratio.

Leading Lines: Leading lines direct the viewer through the image, like
this

When you read a text in English, you automatically start at the top left.
Then you continue towards the right until the end of the line.
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The same thing happens in photography. When we see an images, we also
“read” it. Your eye goes from one element to the next - in order to view
details and understand the story that’s being told.
That’s where the leading lines come into play: They guide the eye through
the image.
Leading lines can be present or implied, and they can be straight or curved.
For example, a leading line can be a curvy road ge�ing lost in the
mountains. This will compel viewrs to follow the road, pulling them into
the image.

The Golden Spiral (aka Fibonacci spiral)
Its looks like this (though note that it can begin at any corner of the frame):

The spiral is found in natural structure such as sunflowers, pine cones,
seashells, etc.
You can also find it in many artworks and building because many artist
have used it throughout the centuries.
To train your eye, you can print or draw a golden spiral, then use it to
study the photographs from Irving Penn or Henri Cartier-Bresson, who
both used the golden sprial to achieve astonishing results.
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Triangular composition
You can create triangles with poses in portraits, mountains in a landscape,
or a church tower on your travels.
However, if you want to up your game a bit more, you can use golden
triangles. This composition technique divides the frame first with a line
that connects one corner with the opposite one, then adds two smaller lines
coming out from each of the remaining corners. Like this:
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Ideally, you would place the most important elements of the composition
where the lines intersect. To achieve this, you may have to tilt your camera;
this is called a Dutch angle (aka the Dutch tilt, German tilt, or Batman
angle).Thats why it’s not always possible to use the golden triangle
guidelines (or, at least, it’s not always the best choice).

Other elements of composition to consider:
Texture: Is often overlooked as an element of the composition. You can use
it to create contrast between two elements - one that is smooth and one that
is rough, for example.
You can also use texture to create interesting shapes and leading lines, or
to add interest to an otherwise dull subject. To work with textures, you
need to consider the type and direction of the light. A hard light that comes
fromm the side will emphasize the texture. A soft light coming from the
front fla�ens the surface.
Colour: Is a key consideration for composition in photography. There are
so many colour harmonies that you have endless possibilities!
You can use complementary colours to create contrast and make your
sublect stand out. And you can bring together apparently unrelated
elements that are united via a colour scheme.
Symmetry: Is defined as something that is exactly the same on both sides,
such as a mountain peak or a tree trunk. And it can work great in art-as
long as you use it carefully.
Contrast: Another important concept that can enhance your composition
is contrast.
Since we are talking about photography, first thing that comes to mind is
contrasting light, such as low key. Here, you capture a very dark image
where only a small detail is highlighted (which makes for a highly dramatic
result).
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h�ps://nzphotographer.nz/nzp-read-online-free/
?�clid=IwAR1NKOfE7zS1S5qa5_u8dZIE1E6ivyw6TmF2jA57MMui_Nu7gfHEc
kzhjLw
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Selection of Intermediate Images
April/May

“ Kawakawa Reflections Street Scene”
Sharron Hickman 1st Place
“Cityscape Two
Anita Harris 2nd Place”

“Where To”
Raewyn Lane 3rd Place

“The Gap”
Phil Molineux
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Selection of Intermediate Images
April/May

“Clay Cliffs” Sarah White
1st Place

“Staircase Te Uru Gallery”
Sharron Hickman

“Let Me Out”
Raewyn Lane 3rd Place
“Never Work With...”
Phil Molineux
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Selection of Advance Images
April/May

“Waikato Reflections”
Wayne Meads 1st Place

“Colours of Autumn”
Stuart Braithwaite 2nd Place

“Mt Taranaki Reflections”
Wayne Meads 3rd Place

“Delloit Wellington”
Bill Fi�gerald
12

Selection of Advance Images
April/May
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“Geyser Building”
Stuart Braithwaite 1st Place

“Reds & Blues”
Phil Norvill 2nd Place

“Prime Real Estate”
Stuart Braithwaite 3rd Place

“Busking”
Robyn Wilkinson

Images Results April 2022
Intermediate
1st Place

“Kawakawa Reflections Street Scene” Sharron Hickman

2nd Place

“ CityScape Two” Anita Harris

3rd Place

“ Where To” Raewyn Lane

Honours x 2

Sharron Hickman

Honours x 1
Highly Commended x 2

Grace Donald, Anita Harris, Phil Molineux, Raewyn Lane

Highly Commended x 1

Images Results May 2022
Intermediate
1st Place

“Clay Cliffs” Sarah White

2nd Place

“ Staircase Te Uru Gallery” Sharron Hickman

3rd Place

“Let Me Out” Raewyn Lane

Honours x 2
Honours x 1

Sharron Hickman, Sarah White

Highly Commended x 2

Phil Molineux,

Highly Commended x 1

Sarah White, Raewyn Lane

14

Images Results April 2022
Advanced
1st Place

“Waikato Reflections” Wayne Meads

2nd Place

“Colours of Autumn” Stuart Braithwaite

3rd Place

“Mt Taranaki Reflections” Wayne Meads

Honours x 2

Wayne Meads

Honours x 1

Bill Fi�gerald, Stuart Braithwaite,

Highly Commended x 2

Robyn Wilkinson, Phil Norvill

Highly Commended x 1

Bill Fi�gerald, Stuart Braithwaite

Images Results May 2022
Advanced
1st Place

“Geyser Building” Stuart Braithwaite

2nd Place

“Reds & Blues” Phil Norvill

3rd Place

“Prime Real Estate” Stuart Braithwaite

Honours x 2

Stuart Braithwaite

Honours x 1

Phil Norvill

Highly Commended x 2

Bill Fi�gerald, Robyn Wilkinson

Highly Commended x 1

Phil Norvill
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Quote of the Month

“PHOTOGRAPHY IS A WAY OF FEELING, OF
TOUCHING, OF LOVING. WHAT YOU HAVE CAUGHT
ON FILM IS CAPTURED FOREVER....IT
REMEMBERS LITTLE THINGS LONG AFTER YOU
HAVE FORGOTTEN EVERYTHING.
ARRON SISKIND
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What’s Coming Up

Auckland Photo Day 11th June 2022
https://www.photographyfestival.org.nz/taking_part/photoday.cfm
Salon Judging 25th June 2022
We need three scribes, to record Judge’s comment
Club Subscription Fees
Club Subscription Fees are now due
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